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day out for the crew of RFA CARDIGAN BAY. She is the
3rd of the Bay Class and the 2nd to have been built in
Govan Ship Yard, Glasgow, Scotland.
The ship left the Yard in early August and spent the rest of 2006
and early 2007, developing herself and crew into an operational
capable platform. Formally welcomed to the Fleet on 6 March
2007 follow her story from launch to operational deployment.
See Page 3
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From the Commodore…
his edition of Gunline follows hard on the
heels of the last and perhaps that is no bad
thing, for there are several items of news
that you need to be aware of. I will pick up the
threads of my last article using our vision and
values and set some of the latest news into the
context of development. Before I do so, I would
like to point out that the table of objectives
published as part of my last article should have
had column headings of the now familiar words
“Valued”, “Versatile” and “Integrated” in that
order from left to right. I’m certain that you will
all have spotted the omission (!) if not, never
mind, for you will see that table again (can I hear the cheers already?) and you
can ponder it anew at that time.
The most significant event of the past few weeks has been the outcome of
my trip to the Navy Board and the submission of the proposals concerned with
our future. The decision taken by the Navy Board, has now been approved by
Government Ministers and will be explained to you in more detail as the
coming months unfold. This event marks the culmination of much strategic
development work that started as I took office in 2003. While this work picked
up the threads of previous studies and inevitably created a great deal of
uncertainty, rumour and prejudice in many areas, I am now absolutely certain
that we have a robust, justified and holistic view of a development pathway
that now carries the highest level of endorsement and understanding.
Before getting to the outcome of the meeting and by way of a reminder,
the route to the Navy Board started with the Swatridge work, that resulted
in two sets of recommendations – those that we adopted as normal course
of business and those that were of such fundamental significance that that
both the Navy Board and the Ministry of Defence needed to be engaged.
These bigger questions were picked up by the Sands study that tried to
bring focus and objectivity to the options surrounding the best solution for
the future of the Afloat Support Fleet. This led to a decision conference,
which in turn led to closer scrutiny of the issues, including cost
comparison, all of which was brought together and captured in the
submission to the Navy Board of 28th June.
The Navy Board were invited to note and endorse certain
recommendations and direct that actions be taken accordingly. I have
already written to all RFA Stakeholders, (including the RFA Association)
and to COs, who should by now have passed on the key message that the
Navy Board endorsed:
“the immediate development and implementation of the evolved RFA
which will provide a more integrated and effective organisation and
reassure the long term employment of the RFA.”
So what does that mean to us? In a nutshell it means that the Blue Ensign
will continue to fly on UK Royal Navy Auxiliary shipping for the foreseeable
future. Why? - Because, as I keep telling you, we are recognised as a World
Leader in Versatile, Valued and Integrated Afloat Support. However, we have
to stay that way and can only do so if we adapt to our circumstances in this
constantly changing and unstable world, and by embracing and reinforcing
our values of Focus on Delivery, Reliability, Cost Effectiveness, and of course
Learning. These RFA Service values are laid over my expectation of your
personal values of loyalty, honesty and integrity.
These are grand words of course, but I can still hear you asking: how?;
what does this mean to me?; how will I be affected? Etc. You may recall that
Captain Huxley has been involved in much of the work to date and I am
pleased to confirm that he has now been appointed to lead a small team under
the banner of “Continuous Improvement” to work in concert with the relevant
sections and all of you (either directly or through your representative body),
to deliver those changes that are essential to our future. You will receive
presentations; you will have opportunities to discuss these issues with me face
to face; you will receive a condensed and easily understood statement of intent
in each of the areas of business covering our ethos and culture, our
organisation and structures, our training and our terms and conditions and you
will receive regular updates through cascade briefs and articles such as this.
All you have to do is keep an open mind and be open to change.
Other items of news that spring to mind in the context of our future are:
The latest statistics show that an overwhelming number (87%) of those of
you who have returned your papers (now around the 1100 mark) recognise the
merits of Sponsored Reserve (SR) status and have signed up. All new entrants
will now be SR status. If you still have concerns and questions regarding this
fundamental part of our future, please talk to your Ship’s Captain, your line
manager or your Trade Union representative. Make your mind up on the
evidence and not on assumptions and please do not confuse this with other
issues – it is too important to you.
Around 30 or so Sailors, Chefs and Stewards have recently completed their

T

comprehensive, vastly improved and much more tailored, initial training
courses now being delivered at RALEIGH. We will continue to do this with
full STCW and VQ accreditation. SULTAN has recently gained similar
accreditation for the Engineering ratings courses and we will see more of this
in the near future. COLLINGWOOD continues to develop and deliver
excellent initial training packages, fully accredited and designed specifically
for our Communications personnel as they go on their journey to provide all
that is Command Information Systems (CIS) of the future.
I was immensely proud to attend the passing out parade at BRNC
Dartmouth to see the results of 7 weeks of hard work by the latest body of 16
Officers of X and E branches, each having passed the Admiralty Interview
Board (AIB). They ranged in age from under 20 to over 50 years and
comprised rating to officer, new entry cadets and direct entry officers. If you
meet them, ask them what they learned about leadership, about themselves,
about teamwork, about the Service, about the Navy as a whole and you might
even like to ask them how they promoted the RFA Service to their Royal Navy
colleagues and the international students.
Our people and our ships continue to show how successful we can be and
by way of example, I cite SIR BEDIVERE in the Northern Arabian Gulf,
WAVE RULER in the Caribbean, GOLD ROVER in the South Atlantic,
FORT GEORGE on recent operations in European waters and CARDIGAN
BAY in the Mediterranean. There are others of course, but these few capture
the essence of our success. I was immensely pleased to accept the final
LSD(A) into the fold on 2nd August. There is plenty of good news around
and we should be immensely proud of our achievements.
However, as I write, we are setting a date with Nautilus to discuss leave
harmonisation issues under the dispute procedures of the partnership
arrangement. I am troubled by our failure to deliver the 2007 pay award with
your July salary payment and the effect this has on trust. I have been
concerned for some time over the part that alcohol plays in so many of the
discipline cases that come to HQ. We need to engage more closely in the
business review process, which will inevitably be delayed by present
circumstances. There are organisational issues within Fleet that must be
addressed and all of these, plus a few others, are in my mind as we try to drive
forward on the journey of change.
I know that for many, change does not come easily however, I ask you to
remember that while I can identify the address, mark it on our map with
some clear directions, provide a suitable vehicle and even drive it for you,
it is you who hold the key to your destination! That is a huge responsibility
and a burden that we shoulder together for the next generation and the future
Navy. This now includes 2 new and very large aircraft carriers. I believe
with a passion that you can and will rise to the challenge of that journey that
lies ahead - after all, journeys in a challenging environment are just part of
our everyday business!

Orangeleaf awakens from
her deep SLEP!

O

rangeleaf has just completed an extensive SLEP (Service Life
Extension Period) which will enable her to continue in service until
2017. Much work has been completed by North Western Ship
Repairers in Bidston, Birkenhead on Merseyside. The Yard dry-docked and
overhauled the ship to a high standard and all the accommodation was
refurbished. The ship came ‘alive’ on 17th of July when the ships company
returned to live aboard and settle back into the ship routine. Following a short
‘Sea Trials’, Orangeleaf returned to Bidston to complete the refit before being
accepted back into service by Commodore Mike Norfolk on 26th July. The
Commodore stressed the excellent work done by the Yard and also the very
good working relationship between the ships company and the Yard under the
leadership of the Technical
Superintendent Captain Geoff
Stokes. Geoff now goes on to look
after the refit of RFA Black Rover
in Falmouth.
There now lays ahead a few
weeks of re-storing and training
before we will be fully
operational and I hope to keep
you all informed of how we get on
over the next few weeks.
Orangeleaf is safely out of dry dock
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Launch to Operational Deployment

R

FA Cardigan Bay is the 3rd of its class and the
2nd to have been built in Govan Ship Yard,
Glasgow, Scotland.
The ship left the Yard in early August and spent
the rest of 2006 and early 2007, developing herself
and crew into an operational capable platform.
Tuesday 6th March 2007 was the ships most
important and proudest moment, to date and saw her
formally welcomed into the fleet. The guest of
honour was the ship’s Lady Sponsor, Lady Jan
Stanhope accompanied by her husband Admiral Sir
Mark Stanhope. With other guests including
Commodore RFA Bob Thornton, The HMS Cardigan
Bay Association, The RFA Association and the
Mayor of Cardigan Bay and members of the Ship’s
Company and their families. The Service was
presided over by The Reverend Mark Jackson RN
with music provided by a Light Cavalry Band. Well
done to all those who put in so much effort to make
the day a success, with special reference to the Sea
Cadets from Weymouth and Kent. In all 158 guests
attended. The Service of Dedication Ceremony was a
great success.
The Easter period saw preparations for the
forthcoming deployment intensify, as the ship sailed
into Portsmouth to load stores for Op Orion, an
operation in support of MCMVs (Mine
countermeasure vessels) taking part in a NATO
Exercise. The aim of the exercise is to further foreign
relations and enhance mine warfare methods. The
ship loaded the Fleet Support Unit and the Fleet
Diving Unit (once in the Mediterranean), two teams
in support of the MCMVs, and all the equipment to
make that support effective. The ship also became
home to CDR Davies MCM1 (The Commander Task
Group 619.01) and his team pushing the personnel
numbers on board to around 130.
Due to a small delay in the UK, the task group
deployed a few days ahead of the Cardigan Bay and
was without her until shortly before the first port of
call in Lisbon where the MCMVs took on fuel. The
Bay of Biscay had been kind to us, with calm seas
which enabled us to make good time.
Gibraltar was the ship’s first port visit. A
welcome five day visit, that included some good
weather and a chance to catch up on what had been a
busy preparation period. Several excursions were
planned for the task group and of course no visit to
Gibraltar is complete without a Rock Race. Around
50 personnel from the task group took part, of which
seven were members of the ships company. The
Rock Race is an early morning run, which has been
part of naval tradition for at least the past 40 years.
The climb is 2.7 miles long and ascends to over 1300

ft. Well done to all those
that took part, especially
3/O(E) Fraser Church, for
completing the run in under
30 minutes, and the fastest
of the RFA contingent. The
record stands at an
outstanding 17 minutes 23
seconds and has stood for
some 20 years.
Captain Nigel Jones addressing the congregation at
From Gibraltar the ship
the Service of Dedication
sailed
across
the
Mediterranean to Augusta,
Sicily, where the MCMVs
took on fuel before
proceeding to Patras,
Greece, where she took
part in Op Ariadne, the first
NATO Exercise of the
deployment and involved
countries such as Greece,
Turkey, Belgium, Spain,
A group visit to the Leaning Tower
Lady Jan Stanhope and SG1B Rachael Braithwaite
UK and Germany.
of Pisa
cutting the cake after the Service of Dedication
On completion of the
managed to find rain and the chilliest weather since
exercise, the ship berthed alongside in Patras for a
leaving the UK. However with some help from the
short visit. Patras (Patrai in Greek), is a small
OOW, 2/O Rob Burton we managed to weave around
attractive and bustling city, with many quaint
the showers leaving the ship’s company unscathed. A
tavernas and seafood restaurants. There are a number
very successful evening with some great food
of cultural sights, including a castle, ancient
cooked up by 3/O(C) Graham McEwan and Surgeon
amphitheatre, cathedral and fortress.
LT Fong Lim and with any luck, the first of many.
On Monday 14 May, the ship left Patras in
That evening the ship passed Isola Stromboli
convoy with the MCMVs and headed for La Spezia
(Island of Stromboli), a volcanic island with a
in northern Italy. On passage, the ship transited the
population of around 400. Stromboli is the north
Messina straits, embracing both the Sicilian shore
island of the Isole Eolie and is formed from a single
and that of Calabria on the Italian mainland. As we
volcanic cone which is in almost continuous activity.
transited round the toe of Italy towards the Messina
At night it is almost always possible to see the
straits, we were caught with an impressive view of
reddish glow of the crater. However, due to the
the summit of Mount Etna, but unfortunately the
weather conditions not a lot was seen. A
haze prevented any closer inspection. The Messina
disappointment but not the end of the world, as we
straits are best known to most mariners for currents
have another chance to see it later in the month.
and whirlpools, famous from antiquity. The waters of
On Friday 19th May we arrived in La Spezia for
the Ionian Sea are appreciably colder and more salty
the weekend. Nestled between undulating hills and
than those of the Tyrrhenian Sea. The difference in
the sparkling sea, La Spezia is a lively town with
density of the waters at the ends of the strait set up
typically good shopping, and restaurants to suit all
currents which flow from N to S through the strait on
tastes. La Spezia is located in Liguria between
the surface and from S to N below about 27m. In the
Genova and Pisa and relatively untouched by the
vicinity of the high land on either side of the strait,
hoards of tourists that flock to the area each year.
squalls can descend through the valleys with much
With Pisa only an hour away, and Florence 2hrs
violence. Violence is somewhat of a strong word for
away, many could not resist the chance to visit such
our transit, but we experienced a good 35-40kt N’ly
well known and beautiful places. Some even
wind as we headed north.
managed it as far as Rome.
In true British style and after many weeks of
Op Orion has given much in six weeks. Standby
glorious sunshine, on the Wednesday evening, the
as the next six unfold.
ship had its first BBQ and yes you’ve guessed it, we

Argus back to work!

R

FA Argus in its role as Aviation Training Ship
has embarked 702 Squadron from RNAS
Yeovilton. Seventy personnel in total have
joined the 160 strong Argus Ships’ Company, including
Aircrew, Aircraft Maintainers, Aircraft Engineers and
one chef! They will be onboard for 2 weeks to
undertake Operational Flying Training (OFT).
Five Lynx helicopters will be used during this time
to put the students “through their paces”. The seven
students, 4 pilots and 3 observers, are nearing the end
of their 12 month programme of flying training with
702 Squadron. Over the next 2 weeks they will endure
an intense flying schedule with both day and night
sorties. Culminating in a “War Scenario” in which
each student will have their final examination.

If successful the students will return to RNAS
Yeovilton to 815 squadron for a period of
consolidation training before being appointed to
Operational Units throughout the Royal Navy.
A vital part of the OFT is ensuring the 5 Lynx
aircraft remain serviceable, this responsibility falls
to the Aircraft Maintainers, and the squadron have
brought 20 trainees with them. For many of them
it is their first time at sea, they will learn
the difficulties and differences of working on a
flight deck at sea as opposed to ashore in a Naval
Air Station.
A busy flying programme has also brought with it
the opportunity to train and qualify Aviation Support
Officers and Aircraft Controllers.

Lynx from 702 squadron is refuelled during operational
flying training
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Letters
FROM BAGSHOT PARK
Dear Commodore Thornton,
The Earl of Wessex is deeply honoured to be appointed your
Commodore-in-Chief. He looks forward to building his links with the service in
the years ahead and he asks you to send his appreciation and best wishes to all
members of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, where ever they are serving in the world.
The Commodore-in-Chief sends his very best wishes and thanks.
Yours sincerely,
Alastair Bruice
Equerry to HRH The Earl and Countess of Wessex.

Dear all,
Somewhat belatedly, a quick, but heartfelt,
“Thank you” for all your assistance and support
over the years. Some of you, of course, have been
colleagues for longer than others, and to you I owe
a larger debt – you have had to cope with my little
ways for that much more time! I believe that I can
claim to be the last of the 1990s Empress State Building contingent still ashore!
I have much to be grateful for, not least good company and a lot of fun along
the way, despite the odd frustration, frequently on Mondays and Fridays! I was
stunned by the generous send-off I received last week, and it is difficult to
express how I feel. In my business, 15 years in, effectively, one job is somewhat
unusual, save in General Practice, and moving on represents a major shift for me.
Still, maybe, as they say, it’s time for a change.
I hope that all goes well for you, wherever the future may take you.
Hmmmm!
Take care.
All the very best,
Frank Leonard

Farewell and good luck to Captain Roach
Dear Editor,
I would like to say a fond goodbye to all my friends and shipmates I’ve
encountered over my 19 years with the RFA. I would like to say a big thank you
to my friends on RFA ARGUS for the lovely wine decanter and glasses, plus my
Wife would like to say many thanks for the bottle of brandy that was presented
to me on board the ARGUS before my retirement.
Yours,
Paul Wellman PO(E) retd.

FROM THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF
FUELLERS
Dear Commodore,
It was a great pleasure for members of our company and
myself to visit WAVE KNIGHT at Harwich to cement our
relationship with the vessel, to meet the ships company and
to tour the ship.
You can be very proud of the way we were looked after and the high
standards of competence, hospitality and genuine interest in our visit shown to
us by all of the officers and other ranks that looked after us on board. We learned
a lot about the structure and tasks of the RFA and the function of WAVE
KNIGHT in particular.
We thank you for the plaque, the picture of the vessel and the very interesting
books with which we were presented and all of us look forward to meeting you,
the Captain of WAVE KNIGHT and other representatives at some of our Livery
functions and, hopefully, on future visits.
Will you please pass on to the Captain and the ships company our
appreciation and thanks for their hospitality and for all their hard work in making
the visit go so well.
Yours,
Nigel Driffin
Master

SALON CULINARE
Dear Editor,
In December of 1970 a team from the
RFA competed at Hotelympia. This was led
and set up by the then catering
Superintendent, Mr Phil Wolf.
This event was attended by a team of five
or six, myself being one and Geoff Whitham
being another, the others I fail to remember. I obtained two certificates of merit
and if my memory serves me correctly, Geoff obtained a silver medal.
One of my merits was for a live demonstration against all services and
civilians, the other was a static decorated ham in aspic. Geoff’s silver was in a
live cook out for fish dishes.
Regards,
Tommy Clark ex Chief Cook and Purser RFA

It was in Portland that we finally said a fond farewell to Captain Roach as he
retired from the RFA. It was all due to the support, attendance of many of his
colleagues and companions from the RFA, with some very interesting (and
occasionally embarrassing) dits that made it such a special night. Alan’s wife
Eleanor and his two nieces who were present thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
The photo is of a Barograph, one of the many gifts which were presented to Alan.
Another gift made by First Officer Claire Sullivan’s mother was a quilt with all the
ship’s crests that Alan has served on in the RFA with the added tin of McEwans in
the bottom corner.
Alan and Eleanor were piped into the mess
and then speeches from retires Captains Peter
Taylor and Tam Adam set the scene to what
was an excellent evening.
Can I thank you all on behalf of the
Officers Mess of RFA WAVE KNIGHT for
helping us to make it such a special occasion
with the finest traditions of the RFA on show.
Ian Schumacher
Chief Engineer
RFA WAVE KNIGHT

Gunline Crossword By Chris White
Answers on back page
Across
6 First purpose built aircraft carrier
in the world (6)
8 Originally Italian liner Conte
Rosso (5)
9 Belfast built light fleet carrier (7)
11 Became the Robin Kirk in 1948
12 While launched in this name
commissioned HMS Pioneer (4)
15 Pennant D77 - torpedoed but not
sunk in 1944 (5)
17 US Built, RN Commissioned
involved in Okinawa invasion (5)
18 Sunk by U81 off Gibraltar (3, 5)
20 Not the RFA one (8)
22 Pennant D10 - served in British
Pacific Fleet (5)
25 Served in British, Australian and
Brazilian navies (9)
26 Converted Chilean Battleship (5)
27 Converted to helicopter carrier
1961/2 (6)
28 Aircraft from this carrier assisted in sinking
U355 and U288 (7)
Down
1 Ruler class Escort Carrier (5)
2 Destroyed by accidental aviation fuel
explosion off Isle of Arran (6)
3 Originally USS Jamaica (4)
4 Loaned to US Army in March 1944 (9)
5 Involved in Operation Inmate against Truk
atoll in June 1945 (5)
7 Sea plane tender in World War 1 (7)

10 Escort Carrier - USS Breton ACV-10 (6)
11 Laid Down as mercantile Rio Hudson (7)
12 Belfast built carrier returned to RN 1957
(11)
13 Subsequently named South Africa Star (6)
14 Torpedoed by U482 in Jan 1945 (5)
16 Became Dixmude in 1945 (5)
19 Scrapped at Blythe in 1955 (8)
21 Seaplane carrier which became a collier (5)
23 Seaplane carrier that ran ashore in 1915 (4)
24 Sea Fury aircraft from this ship shot down a
MIG-15 fighter (5)

Send your letters to: The Editor, Gunline, FLEET-DCS-INFO-MEDIA MP, 1-4 Henry Leach Building, Whale Island
Portsmouth, Hants, PO2 8BY, Tel: 02392 625379, Email: nick.covill617@mod.uk
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Marine Society
Life at sea
is no barrier to learning

college campus is neither feasible nor desirable: away from home,
accommodation fees, loss of earnings.
Workplace learning features a different kind of curriculum, less
confined by academic subject boundaries and more informed by
professional frameworks of employment practice.

When it comes to distance learning The Marine
Society’s College of the Sea has often led the
way.
Its Director of Education for the past two
decades, Brian Thomas, introduces the latest
initiative to benefit seafarers.
University degrees for seafarers
The Marine Society has launched a ground breaking work-based
learning degree programme for seafarers.
In partnership with Middlesex University, The Marine Society is offering
seafarers the first nautically flavoured and entirely distance-taught route
to full honours graduate status. The good news for seafarers is that this
means they no longer need to come ashore to enhance their career
prospects.
Seafarers can now top-up their HND whilst at sea with an honours
degree from the London-based university. The programme is open to
all seafarers, of whatever rank or stage in their careers.
Also on offer for Class 1 Certificate of Competency holders is an
opportunity to have experience and qualifications counted to get an MA
or MSc. The Marine Society has worked with Middlesex University to
get the latter to accredit senior seafarers’ professional qualifications
and experiential learning as being worth 60 credits at HE Level 4. That
amounts to a third of the way towards a Master’s degree. No other
qualifications are needed, beyond a Class 1 CoC and five years
experience at sea with that level of professional certification.
HND top-up degree
The BA or BSc (Hons) top-up course from an HND/FD takes up to 16
months to complete and costs £3,024. Its appeal for seafarers is selfevident. It provides an opportunity to gain a full honours degree by
simultaneously combining work and study. For many – and not just
seafarers - the conventional concept of the student studying on a

Masters degree for Class 1 holders
For Class 1 CoC holders with at least five years experience the
Master’s degree programme is available costing £4,080. Assessment
is through coursework comprising a portfolio of the learner’s
professional practice, a module on problem-solving, and a major
project aimed at improving personal and corporate performance.
The course leading to the award of an MA or MSc lasts around 16
months, and like the top-up course, comes fully tutor-supported via
email, fax, phone or post.
Seafarer friendly
Both programmes are by work-based learning: fast,
flexible and seafarer-friendly.
There are no formal examinations, access to the
internet is not a requirement, there's no need to
attend a college, with the assurance that
underpinning support is available from the world's
oldest seafarers' charity dedicated to the wellbeing of
seafarers.
Director of Education at The Marine Society,
Brian Thomas, says:
“Rather than simply reinforcing seafarers’
professional skills and competencies, this innovative
approach focuses on nurturing a learner’s analytical
and evaluative skills. It’s about developing
knowledge and understanding beyond the capacity
to do a particular job.
This is important, because it offers the learner a
qualification whose worth is widely recognised and
therefore transferable within and beyond the

maritime sector.
The fact that it can be achieved without the expense and aggravation of
ever stepping ashore is a terrific bonus!”
The Marine Society’s College of the Sea has a rich, fascinating and
truly unique history. Its’ championing of work-based learning degrees
with accreditation for seafarers’ competencies and experiential learning
serves to underscore its continued relevance for contemporary
seafarers.
Find out more at www.mscos.ac.uk
Email: education@ms-sc.org
Tel 020 7654 7050

Now you don’t have
to come ashore to
enhance your prospects…
Top up your HND at sea with an honours
degree from Middlesex University
...or turn your first class certificate into a
first class degree!
Middlesex University and The Marine
Society College of the Sea are working
together to offer seafarers two new
exciting opportunities.
For seafarers of all ranks there is a top-up of
their HND/FD to a BA or BSc (Hons).

And for Class 1 CoC holders there’s an
opportunity to have experience and
qualifications counted to get an MA or MSc.

The Marine Society

Both routes are by work-based learning:
fast, flexible and seafarer-friendly.
• No need to attend college
• No formal examinations
• Not internet dependent
• Supported by The Marine Society
College of the Sea

www.ms-sc.org/mdx
Request a brochure:
The Marine Society College of the Sea
202 Lambeth Road, London SE1 7JW
tel 020 7654 7050
education@ms-sc.org

‘Study at sea to acquire
the knowledge, the skills,
and the qualifications
that are transferable to
your career development
ashore’

The Marine Society College of the Sea is part of The Marine Society & Sea Cadets, a charity registered in England and Wales 313013 and in Scotland SC037808

LYME BAY welcomed to the RFA Flotilla

C

ompleted nine weeks ahead of schedule, RFA Lyme Bay left the River Clyde at the end of June and has completed a series of post-contract enhancements prior to
handover. The last of the Bay Class was built initially at Swan Hunters’ shipyard on Tyneside and brought to Glasgow for completion in July 2006.

The vessel was officially handed over by BAe Systems to the Royal Fleet Auxiliary at Portland Port on Thursday
Lyme Bay at Portland
2 August. Affiliated to Dorchester, Lyme Bay makes up the fourth and final Bay-class vessel - joining RFAs Mounts
Bay, Cardigan Bay and Largs Bay.
Lyme Bay, like the others of her class is designed to move troops with their ammunition, vehicles and stores
to wherever they are required around the world and will provide logistical support to the Royal Navy’s
amphibious assault ships.
Dignitaries, including the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Lady Elizabeth Fry, the Lady Sponsor, the Shadow Defence
Minister, The Commander in Chief Fleet, Members of Parliament and the Weymouth and Portland Mayor, were
treated to a tour of the ship after a Service of Dedication in honour of her joining the RFA Flotilla.
They joined other VIP’s to descend from bridge to flight deck and in to the marquee accompanied by music played
by the Borough of Poole Sea Cadets.
The ship’s Captain, Peter Farmer, said: “We’re proud of all the ships and the class of ships they represent. They
offer a large advancement in capability and can do anything, including supporting the tsunami relief effort.”
BAe managing director Vic Emery said the ship was built from a prototype by focusing on lessons learned building Mounts
Bay and Cardigan Bay.
“Lyme Bay has already received glowing reports from our customer throughout her trials leading up to hand-over - something
which I expect to continue throughout her service with the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
He added: “This is a particularly special day for the ship’s company who are now the proud owners of such an impressive vessel”. Borough of Poole Sea Cadets

From Left to right: RFA Lyme Bay is handed over to Commodore Thornton by Vic Emery, the Managing Director of BAE Systems. Commodore Thornton and Captain Farmer salute the Ensign.
Captain Farmer presents an Ammonite from the local area to Scott Jamieson, LSDA Project Director of BAE Systems on handover of the RFA Lyme Bay. Final preparations in the galley.
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RFA
CARDIGAN BAY
RFA
WAVERULER

RFA
SIR BEDIVERE

RFA
GOLDROVER

BLACK ROVER
Having had a busy time as FOST Tanker she de-stored during July and now is
undergoing a refit and dry docking in Falmouth
GOLD ROVER
Has had a busy time in the Falklands being heavily involved with the F25
Commemorations, she enjoyed a visit from HRH The Earl of Wessex. GOLD is back to
work on patrol out of East Cove.
BAYLEAF
Supporting the Coalition in the Gulf has kept BAYLEAF very busy over the past few
months; she is in Dubai at present undergoing a maintenance period.
ORANGELEAF
After her extended refit and ship life extension programme in Birkenhead, ORANGELEAF is
coming back to life and is presently re-storing in Devonport.
WAVE KNIGHT
Came back on line in July after her refit, she has re-stored and been running to Loch Striven and
Glen Mallen in July. After a maintenance period in August, WAVE KNIGHT will be going
through OST in September.
WAVE RULER
Has been busy on counter drug operations, she enjoyed visits to Barbados and Puerto Rico in
July. August has been spent on patrol and they will be looking forward to a visit to Trinidad in
early September.
FORT GEORGE
Has been filling many roles, including flying training, national tasking in support of CVS. She is
enjoyng well deserved maintenance period through late August and into September.
FORT AUSTIN
Was busy with her de-store in July and is now in refit on the river Tyne.
FORT ROSALIE
July saw the ROSIE giving replenishment training for FOST in July, early August saw a break in Brest
before her AMP in Glen Mallen.
ARGUS
Spent a bit of time on OFT before coming to Portsmouth to hold the RFA Association commemoration
of the F25. She has completed a maintenance period in Falmouth and is on sea trials before embarking
on more flying training.
DILIGENCE
Remains in dry dock in Birkenhead undergoing her life extension programme.
SIR BEDIVERE
Remains hard at it in support of the Iraqi Navy in the Northern Gulf. She had a maintenance period at
the beginning of August and is back in theatre.
LYME BAY
Delivered 9 weeks early LYME BAY was brought into service on the 2nd August. The trials have so
far been extremely successful and she will continue to be put through her paces into September.
LARGS BAY
Is presently under a maintenance period in Portland, she will have a visit to Gibraltar in early
September before embarking on Ex. Grey heron.
MOUNTS BAY
Mounts Bay is enjoying her role as the support ship to the Edinburgh Festival, she has even had a visit
from Sir Jimmy Saville!
CARDIGAN BAY
Cardigan Bay has been working very hard throughout the last couple of months on national tasking in
the Mediterranean, she is presently at Gibraltar and will return to Portland in September for a
maintenance period.

RFA
FORT GEORGE

RFA
FORT AUSTIN
RFA
FORT ROSALIE

RFA
DILIGENCE

RFA
ARGUS
BLACK ROVER

Provided courtesy of The U.K Hydrographic Office

RFA
LYME BAY

RFA
ORANGELEAF
WAVE KNIGHT

RFA
MOUNTS BAY
LARGS BAY
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ARABIAN GULF READY TANKER TAKES PART IN OMAN EXERCISE

A

fter a two-week patrol period at the end of April,
RFA Bayleaf headed for a five-day rest period in
Port Sultan Qaboos, the port town of Muscat,
Oman. During this period all onboard managed to take
some much needed time off and to use the facilities of
the local hotels including the pools, a wide range of
restaurants and trips to the local Gold Souk.
After being alongside for 24 Hours, the vessel was
then joined by HMS Sutherland which ‘rafted up’
alongside for the remainder of the visit.
Both ships then sailed and headed north west to

‘Hawkeye’ Kev Brown keeps watch on the Mine swept channel

proceed to anchorage in preparation for Exercise
Khunjar Hadd, a yearly exercise of Multi-National
Forces conducting various evolutions and serials for the
training benefit of the Royal Navy of Oman.
The exercise started with all ships departing their
anchorage position, and straight into a mineswept
channel, a taste of things to come!
Bayleaf took part in a range of tasks including air
defence exercises, which involves manoeuvring the ship
from air attacks and using the weapons in their selfdefence capacity, Action Messing, the process of making
sure while at Action Stations the whole ship manages to
be fed and watered in world record time, and also
Boarding Exercises. The latter meaning Bayleaf had to
act as a suspicious vessel carrying contraband goods
while she was interrogated and then boarded by both
American and French boarding teams. Overseeing this
final phase of Khunjar Hadd onboard Bayleaf was
UKMCC (United Kingdom Maritime Component
Commander). He left very impressed with the
professionalism and enthusiasm of all those onboard.
Replenishments were conducted regularly with
forces from America, France, The UK, and Oman.
Always departing satisfied with the RAS standards
and fuel passed.
The CO and Navigator attended the exercise debrief ashore at Wudam Naval base, Oman. The other

ships involved in the exercise expressed their gratitude
to the Bayleaf in her excellent seamanship and
flexibility throughout.
On completion of Khunjar Hadd, Bayleaf resumed
her duties as AGRT (Arabian Gulf Ready Tanker)
quickly getting into stride by conducting a RAS with
HMS Sutherland before she commenced her long
journey back to the UK.
With the usual programme, there will always come
something unexpected. This patrol it came in the form
of carrying out an unusual replenishment with an
Iranian fishing boat! After a call on the radio she was
allowed to come alongside to take some fresh water, in
exchange for two fresh tuna. Amazing how fish can
knock down the walls of a language barrier!
The ships company now await another mouth
watering BBQ prepared by the resident celebrity chef PO
(Comms) Des McLoughlin, this time not only will the
usual high standard of burgers and sausages be available,
but maybe also some steamed tuna?! Who knows?
The next week sees Bayleaf continuing her busy
RAS programme before heading back to Dubai for
another AMP period. The ship will not only go through
various repairs and rectifications, but also a large
change in personnel is due.
So it will be farewell to those taking the journey
home, but also welcome to some new faces.

RFA Wave Ruler Visits the Caribbean Island of Anguilla

R

FA Wave Ruler celebrated HM the Queens birthday with a Port Visit to Anguilla. The four days
involved an evening reception, a ship visit by seven local primary schools, a lunch reception
hosted by the ship, and a football match against the Anguilla National team.
The ship was delighted to have seven local Primary Schools attend the ship for the morning. This
involved a brief introduction to the ship, and a quiz to complete when on their tour, which of course was
rewarded by a bag of RFA Goodies. The tour took the kids around the bridge, flight deck, where the children
were given a look around our Lynx helicopter, the 30mm guns on deck, galley, and MCR. They also
experienced a MOBEX and also had the chance to play with some of the fire fighting equipment on deck.
All in all the morning was a great success and the children had a great time!
“When we met the group of children that we were going to take around the ship for the day, you could
tell that everyone was going to have a good time. The kids were laughing and all had smiles on their faces,
and as soon as they got seated for the safety brief they were already asking questions. The children and
teachers alike were very excited at the prospect of receiving a ‘prize’ for correctly filling in the quiz sheet.
As we took them around the ship they greeted and took photos of everyone and everything we came across.
One girl asked when she was going to meet the Queen. She was a little disappointed when she found the Queen
wasn’t on the Wave Ruler since she wore a skirt for the occasion, but she soon forgot about it when she got her picture
taken in the captain’s chair. The girls in the group were a little worried about the dummy when they watched the man
overboard drill, but once ‘Fred’ was back on deck they realised he was going to be ok! The boys enjoyed talking to
the Royal Marines and getting their photos taken with the weapons. Overall, everyone had a really good time. The
day was full of laughter and excitement and it was sad to see the group leave.”
The evening reception was hosted by his Excellency the Governor, George Andrews, and his wife within the
grounds of Government house. Over 35 Officers and Crew attended the event along with many local guests, which was
a highly enjoyable evening. In mark of respect to the Queen there was a parade which ended with the national anthem,
and a three gun salute. In true RFA style a great time was had by all. The next day, the ship in return, hosted a luncheon
onboard. Many guests attended the relaxing lunch and had the chance to look around the ship.
Our football team had high hopes of victory on the final day when challenging the Anguillan national football team
to a match. However, the Anguillan team rose to the occasion and after a close match just beat us. 7-1. Despite the
score, it was an enjoyable day, an entertaining match and overall a successful and pleasurable few days in Anguilla.

FORT ROSALIE ASSISTS IN USHANT

W

hilst enroute from the UK to the French port of Brest, RFA Fort Rosalie
received an undesignated distress relay in the vicinity of the Ushant TSS at
approximately 0800 Local Time.
Initial contact was made with the MRCC at Ushant informing them of the
locality of Fort Rosalie and her proximity to the distress. Fort Rosalie was informed
by the MRCC that they believed that Yacht Le Casiopee had been involved in a
collision and had been demasted. Initially no assistance was required by Fort
Rosalie. There had been one injury to a crewmember who was in the process of
being airlifted ashore by a French SAR aircraft.
Fort Rosalie was then requested by MRCC Ushant to close the distressed vessel
and standby until the arrival of a Lifeboat. Once on scene, Fort Rosalie launched her
crashboat to the yacht to see if any further assistance was required.
With the help of our onboard French speaker, 3rd Officer E Gary Coomber it was
established that all was well on the yacht, who was by now under her own power.
The French fishing vessel Khops, who has also been standing by the yacht, was
released by Ushant MRCC and Fort Rosalie remained on station for a further two hours.
Once the Lifeboat had established good two-way communications with the Yacht
Fort Rosalie was released by MRCC Ushant to proceed on passage.

Top: 1/O(E) Scott Tait at Lt Chris Sharrot RN with a party of
schoolchildren on the flight deck.
Bottom: 2/O Ben Richards instructing students from the Royal
Anguilla Police Force in coastal navigation.

SHEREBOURNE SCHOOL COMBINED CADET FORCE

O

n 18th June Black Rover
welcomed aboard The
Combined Cadet Force
from
Sherebourne
School.
Following a welcome from Captain
Ray Bennett, the cadets were
treated to a ships tour, witnessed
sailing from Plymouth Sound,
observed Black Rover and FGS
Berlin conduct a replenishment,
and given a fire fighting
demonstration by 3rd Officer Ed
Waterhouse and Chief Petty
Officer Richie Lucey. All the
cadets then took the helm and
guided Black Rover back to
Plymouth Sound where they
departed by boat back ashore.

CPO Richie Lucey instructs Ben Young on the
correct procedure in using the FB5X nozzle, which
produces foam and is used to contain and extinguish
oil based fires.
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MARCH 1982…….
Week 1
On 18 March, Scrap merchants (complete with legitimate
contract) land at Leith, South Georgia and hoist
Argentinean flag, for a joke. A day later, British
Antarctic Survey group arrive at Leith. The Argentine
supply ship, “Bahia Buen Sucesco” lands 100 workmen
however, the Falklands Governor sends message to the
captain that landing is illegal. Over the next few days,
the British Ambassador to BA and Argentine counterpart
try to defuse situation. The Sucesco leaves South Georgia
but the workers remain. At the same time, HMS
Endurance and 14 Royal Marines sail for the Island.
Week 2
On the 26 March, RFA Fort Austin at Gibraltar receives
orders to replenish HMS Endurance on station around
the Falklands. Her crew begin loading immediately. Fort
Austin was the first surface ship ordered south. A day
later RFA Appleleaf, on passage from Curacao, diverts to
Gibraltar to embark general naval stores, then proceeded
south to support Endurance and Fort Austin.
On the 28th March the Argentine invasion force sailed
from Puerto Belgrano.
Week 3
On the 1st April the decision to send Task Force was
taken, RFA Stromness is taken out of mothballs, RFA’s
Tidespring and Appleleaf are ordered to accompany the
Task Group with HMS Antrim, Glamorgan, Coventry,
Glasgow, Arrow, Sheffield and Brilliant.
The following day the Argentinean forces begin to land
near Stanley. A Company of Royal Marines captured at
the capital and the Governor surrenders at 09:30.
Week 4
On 5th April Costa Mendez addresses Organisation of
American States: “... Argentina will attack if British
forces come within 200 miles of Islands”.
RFA Sir Geraint and RFA Sir Galahad the latter carrying
350 men of 40 Commando, amongst others, sails from
Devonport. RFA’s Sir Percivale and Sir Lancelot sail
from Marchwood. The LSL’s and RFA Pearleaf
rendezvous with RFA Resource, RFA Olmeda and HMS
Alacrity and Antelope, this comprises part of the
Amphibious Landing Group, which then proceeds to
Ascension. The next day RFA Stromness, carrying 45
Cdo RM. HMS Antrim, Plymouth and RFA Tidespring
were detached from Main Battle group and ordered to
“proceed with dispatch” to Ascension. Two days later,
RFA Fort Austin leaves Ascension after embarking three
Lynx, two Wessex helicopters, 120 men of combined
SAS/SBS force and RN surgical team, heading for
rendezvous with HMS Endurance.
Week 5
April 12 saw the Maritime Exclusion Zone [MEZ],
declared by Britain 200 miles around Falklands, come
into effect.
RFA Fort Austin replenishes HMS Endurance, before
proceeding north to rendezvous with the Antrim group.
RFA Brambleleaf off Cape of Good Hope.
RFA Tidespring, South Georgia task group, rendezvous
with Fort Austin for fuel RAS.
Fort Austin then transfers food, ammunition, SAS, SBS
teams to RN ships and food and naval surgical team to
RFA Tidespring, before Fort Austin turns north, to
rendezvous with HMS Brilliant Task Group.
That week HMS Antrim group rendezvous with HMS
Endurance. RFA Tidespring has to improvise a fuel rig to
replenish Endurance.
Fort Austin rendezvous with Brilliant group. Carries out
“MEGARAS”, known to her crew as “Operation
Insomnia”.
Week 6
All ships in Carrier Battle Grp now in routine of
“Defence Watches”
RFA Appleleaf, motorway tanking in region 40 degrees
S until 26 April. RFA Tidespring is off South Georgia,
carrying M Coy, 45 Commando.
“Operation Paraquat” begins with SAS team attempt
landing on Fortuna glacier, South Georgia. SAS crash

land Fortuna glacier, losing both RFA Tidespring
Wessex, requiring subsequent rescue by third helicopter.
RFA Brambleleaf joins “Operation Paraquat”.
Tidespring and Brambleleaf move out to sea and attempt
pump over. Abandoned due to sub alert, subsequently
found to be “Santa Fe”, whose captain later admits he
intended to put 4 torpedoes into Tidespring. In South
Georgia Tidespring and Brambleleaf complete
pumpover, in Force 10 gale.
25th South Georgia recaptured. Argentine submarine
Santa Fe attacked and run aground.
RFA Pearleaf leaves Ascension and begins record
pumpover with British Tamar, the latter having just
arrived. Carrier Battle Group including Olmeda and
Resource, arrive South Atlantic and rendezvous with
Brilliant Group, now led by HMS Sheffield 1500 miles
from Port Stanley.
Week 7
RFA Appleleaf relieved as motorway tanker and heads
for TEZ.
RFA Appleleaf joins Carrier group to commence
RAS(L) operations this is the last major replenishment
Carrier group before entering TEZ, 500 miles from Port
Stanley.
LSLs sail south from Ascension, escorted by HMS
Antelope and accompanied by RFA Pearleaf.
The Sea Phase

RFA Fort Austin and RFA Stromness, Sir Lancelot,
Geraint, Percivale, Tristram and Galahad; MV’s
Canberra, Norland, Europic Ferry, Elk HMS Intrepid
and Fearless with escorts.
This group detaches from Carrier Battle Grp at 14:15
GMT to make westward run, sailing across north of
Falklands, with seven escorts, and arriving outside
Falkland Sound after dark, bad weather having covered
the approach.
RFA Tidepool arrives in Falklands area.
The Battle of Clapp’s Trap
HMS Ardent sunk, HMS Antrim hit, HMS Argonaut hit
Dagger hit by Brilliant’s Sea Wolf at 1,000 yds as it tries
to attack RFA Fort Austin. Commodore Dunlop moves
her from original anchorage off Chandos point into
mouth of San Carlos Water.
LPDs and LSLs unloading via landing craft and
Mexeflotes. RFA Fort Austin claims hit on Argentine
Dagger/ Mirage with machine gun.
21st
Clapp’s concern in every phase of operation was to get
vulnerable unarmed RFAs and STUFT out of AOA as
soon as reasonably possible, given off load requirements
of the military, hence the early sailing of the Canberra
and other troopers.
RFA Tidespring rejoins Bristol Group.

Task Force enters Exclusion Zone at 7.00am GMT on
the 1st May
Argentine top level meeting Generals insist upon
negotiation, avoiding all out war at any cost. Vice
Admiral Allara receives orders from Lombardo to use
the two northern groups of his TF 79 against British.
RFA Tidespring leaves South Georgia with Argentine
POWs, Ascension bound, in company with HMS Antrim.
Appleleaf rendezvous Tidespring and Brambleleafs’
winter AVCAT, is transferred to Appleleaf. HMS
Plymouth and Antrim remain as escorts.
Belgrano sunk by two wire guided Mk 8 torpedo hits
from HMS Conqueror. Sinking of Belgrano means that
all attempt at negotiation by either side is abandoned.
Following loss of Belgrano, the Argentine fleet begin to
pull back to shallow water, The Argentine navy never
took the risk of venturing out of port again, thus
effectively achieving the first of the Task Force’s major
objectives.

22nd
In San Carlos troops land to reinforce Paras as unloading
continues from LSLs. HMS Antelope hit by Skyhawk
bombs, both failed to explode (UXB). One UXB
explodes during defusing and sinks her.

Week 8
RFA Fort Austin rejoins Carrier Battle Group. Bad
weather prevents any offensive action by British Task
group, so day spent replenishing.
On the 4th HMS Sheffield hit in air attack. RFA Fort
Austin takes Sheffield’s survivors and its Sea Skua armed
Lynx helicopter on board. The following day RFA
Resource takes 150 of Sheffield’s survivors on board.
Antrim transfers POW’s to Tidespring and takes over
Amphibious group, Antelope accompanies Tidespring to
Ascension. Plymouth group including Appleleaf and
Blue Rover rendezvous with RFA Fort Austin and
Olmeda. Olmeda begins pumpover from Appleleaf.

Overnight 24th/25th
RFAs Tidepool, Sir Tristram, Sir Bedivere and MV
Norland escorted out of Falkland sound and eventually
out of TEZ.

Week 9
RFA Tidespring arrives Ascension with Argentine POWs
captured at South Georgia. Having collected two new
Wessex helicopters, she heads south escorted by HMS
Antelope.
HMS Brilliant and Glasgow resume bombardment of
Port Stanley, during which the former shoots down two
Skyhawks with Sea Wolf in Falkland Sound. Glasgow
hit by second attack. HMS Glamorgan begins her period
of bombardment of Darwin, Fitzroy and Port Stanley
areas.

Overnight 25th/26th
RFA Stromness leaves San Carlos Water.
RFA Fort Austin takes Cardiff’s survivors on board,
before leaving that night. RFA Stromness, Resource,
Tidepool and Sir Percivale also leave Falkland Sound.

Week 10
RFA Plumleaf begins motorway tanking operations in
region 40 degrees South. Four of Hermes’ Sea Kings
transferred to RFA Fort Austin. RFA Pearleaf arrives
Falklands area.
Amphibious Landing Group joins Battle and Carrier
Groups in TEZ.
On the 20th the Invasion force, assembled for
“Operation Sutton” (amphibious landing), includes:

San Carlos
UXB removed from Sir Galahad.

Overnight 23rd/24th
RFA Resource, Sir Bedivere and Tidepool, the latter to
refuel warships, enter San Carlos.
Week 11
RFAs Sir Bedivere, Sir Galahad and Sir Lancelot hit by
UXBs, but Lancelot scores hits with Bofors and machine
guns on a Skyhawk and a Mirage. RM “Blowpipe”
section aboard Sir Bedivere claims a probable victim.
RFAs Fort Austin, Tidepool and Stromness all near
missed by 1,000lb bombs. RFA Sir Galahad’s bomb
removed, ship patched up and returns to TRALA (Tug,
Repair And Logistic Area) to start work again.

25th
San Carlos
SS Atlantic Conveyor hit by two Exocets, and abandoned,
while in company with TG 317.8. 3 crewmembers
(including 1RFA) were reported killed or missing,
presumed dead.
HMS Coventry sunk. HMS Broadsword, HMS Argonaut
damaged.

26th
Carrier Battle group spends day replenishing from RFA
Tidepool brought from AOA by HMS Ambuscade.
The Break Out

Overnight 26/27th
Sir Geraint and Europic Ferry leave San Carlos.
27th
Damaged LSLs Sir Lancelot and Sir Galahad serving as
landing and refuelling points.
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South Georgia
RFA Stromness arrives Cumberland Bay, South Georgia.
Takes on troops, ammo and Rapier missiles from MV
Lycaon.

rushed to Fitzroy, which his group occupied.
Lack of helicopters mean planned build up on northern
flank via Teal Inlet now jeopardised by need to reinforce
5 Inf Bgd, using LSLs.
Views differ about this operation.
It was this, according to Commodore M Clapp,
Commander Amphibious Task Group, being largely
unplanned and forcing a difficult change in the planned
support pattern, which forced the use of the LSLs at
Fitzroy Settlement and Bluff cove, leading to the
devastating attack by AAF. Others cite it as an example
of the sort of calculated opportunism which wins wars.

29th
San Carlos
UXB removed from Sir Lancelot.
Sir Percivale to San Carlos today, backloading stores for
Teal Inlet.
The trip to Teal was dangerous, the slow LSLs were an
easy target, but loss of helicopter support with Atlantic
Conveyor meant Commodore Clapp had no alternative.
RFA Tidepool returns to replenish ships in AOA, in
company with Elk returning to unload ammo.

3rd
RFA Plumleaf breaks down and after repairs, begins
motorway tanking operation at 25 degrees South.
RFA Fort Austin relieved by Fort Grange the latter
joining CB group from TRALA along with Elk and
Tidepool.
RFA Engadine overflown by Arg Boeing 707, 1,000
miles north-east of Falklands. This RFA vessel relatively
well armed, 14 GPMGs and LMGs as well as 20
riflemen.

30th
San Carlos
Sir Percivale used as temporary Argentine POW
accommodation.
RFA Tidepool and MV Elk enter San Carlos. Atlantic
Causeway and Europic Ferry due from TRALA, but turn
back in heavy seas.

Overnight 3rd/4th
RFAs Stromness, Blue Rover and SS Canberra, leave
San Carlos.
HMS Intrepid, MV Elk and RFA Sir Galahad move in,
the last heading for Teal Inlet independently.
RFA Sir Percivale finishes offload at Teal Inlet and
returns to San Carlos.

Overnight 30th/31st
MV Elk leaves San Carlos before dawn but RFA
Tidepool remains.
Remaining LSLs Sir Galahad and Sir Lancelot leave San
Carlos Water, the latter still carrying UXB.

4th
San Carlos
Sir Percivale backloads for Teal Inlet, while Sir Tristram
loads ammo and stores for 5 Brigade at Fitzroy. Team
from Stena Seaspread repairing Sir Lancelot.
Inbound TA convoy Sir Geraint and Blue Rover. No
outbound convoy today.
Sir Galahad unloads at Teal Inlet, not entering narrows
until full daylight. Weather on Argentine mainland
prevents air attack.

28th
RFA Tidepool to replenish ships in AOA, with MV Elk
into SC water to unload ammo, during daylight.
Overnight 28th/29th
RFA Blue Rover sustains slight damage while
replenishing MV Norland.

Week 12
31st
San Carlos
RFA Tidepool supplies fuel to Forward Operating Bases
at Port San Carlos and San Carlos Settlement.
MV Elk unloads ammo in San Carlos.
Overnight 31st/1st June
Elk and Tidepool depart, while Baltic Ferry, Atlantic
Causeway and RFA Blue Rover move in, the last carrying
petrol [MoGas] for the Army’s vehicles and the Rapier
generators.
RFA Fort Grange attacked by Argentine C130 on its way
to Carrier Battle group.
RFA Resource to South Georgia for replenishment
during this week.
RFA Engadine enters TEZ, on way to San Carlos Water,
during this week.
June
RFA Appleleaf re-assigned to motorway tanking. RFA
Plumleaf leaves motorway tanking operation at 40
degrees South.
San Carlos
RFA Sir Galahad in TRALA, now fully operational.
Overnight 1st/2nd
Port Salvador channel swept overnight by plywood
LCVP, marking channel wide and deep enough for a
laden LSL, up to Teal Inlet.
2nd
San Carlos
RFAs Sir Galahad and Sir Bedivere backload stores for
Teal Inlet.
Canberra and RFA Tidepool arrive an hour before dawn.

5th
San Carlos
RFA Sir Lancelot mobility restored.
RFA Sir Geraint devises Mexeflote transfer, consisting
of Mexeflote secured between stern doors, with fork lift
then able to work between ships.
RFA Sir Percivale moves Rapier to Teal Inlet. Sir
Galahad still off loading so Sir Percivale act as Helo
refuel point.
Overnight 5th/6th
South Georgia
RFA Pearleaf operating in area.
6th
RFA Fort Austin, with Carrier group, finishes
transferring stores to Fort Grange, then the former sends
Helo equipment to Atlantic Causeway. Fort Austin heads
for South Georgia and then home.
Overnight 6th/7th
San Carlos
Welsh Guards aboard HMS Fearless, sailed at dusk, with
the intention of rendezvousing with Intrepid LCUs north
of Lively Island and use them to disembark Guards.
LCUs did not make rendezvous, having been
commandeered.
Sir Geraint backloading at Teal, Sir Tristram completed
loading for Fitzroy, hoisting in Mexeflote for use in
forward anchorage, sailing at 2300.

Overnight 2nd/3rd
All ships depart overnight.
RFAs Stromness, Sir Tristram, Blue Rover and Nordic
Ferry arrive.

Week 13
San Carlos
HMS Intrepid returns, having failed to collect LCUs,
due to latter being unable to make rendezvous. Her two
remaining LCUs take two companies of Welsh Guards
ashore and are left at Bluff Cove, before she returns.

2 Para Advance
Telephone call to Brigadier Tony Wilson assures him
that Fitzroy settlement is unoccupied. Wilson
commandeered a Chinook, crammed it with men and

Overnight 7th/8th
Sir Galahad takes 1st Batt Welsh Guards, Field
Ambulance, Rapier Troop and vehicles aboard at San
Carlos water. Begins trip to Bluff Cove, unescorted, at

10:00pm, travelling overnight.
Fearless arrives Teal at 07:30 to collect 2 LCUs.
Argentine Outpost spots both LSLs going into Port
Pleasant overnight.
Sir Percivale begins return from Teal at same time.
8th
RFA Sir Tristram and Sir Galahad hit at Bluff cove with
50 casualties Welsh Guards and RFA (the single biggest
loss of allied life of the war), both ships abandoned.
San Carlos
RFA Engadine and m/sweepers ordered back to Carrier
group. HMS Penelope collects RFA Olna and Atlantic
Causeway.
RFA Sir Geraint loads for Teal.
South Georgia
RFA Fort Austin arrives South Georgia.
9th
San Carlos
RFA Engadine and m/sweepers to anchorage. Helicopter
support crews, from Engadine, now at work.
Wounded from LSLs to Intrepid, San Carlos medical
facility and Uganda.
RFA Fort Grange and Nordic Ferry arrive at their
anchorage.
Atlantic Causeway and RFA Olna leave for TRALA
RFA Sir Geraint, Cordella and Pict leave for Port
Salvador where the mine sweepers are needed to sweep
Berkely Sound.
10th
San Carlos
RFA Fort Grange begins supply replenishment. Almost
emergency situation for some ships, RFA Sir Percivale,
for example, had only 2 days food left.
RFA Blue Rover, replenished by STUFT in TRALA,
enters during day.
RFA Bayleaf arrives TRALA.
Overnight 10th /11th
Outward from TA at dusk:
RFAs Fort Grange,Olna, MVs Atlantic Causeway and
Baltic Ferry.
RFA Sir Geraint off loading at Teal.
11th
Stanley attacked by Harriers for the last time. Wessex 5,
A12 armed, targets Stanley police station, believed
Argentine military HQ.
San Carlos
Sir Percivale loads for Teal.
Blue Rover replenishes ships and tops up onshore fuel
dumps.
LSL crews out of TA aboard Atlantic Causeway.
SS Uganda to Grantham Sound in daylight for casualty
evacuation.
TA inbound:
RFA Sir Bedivere and MV Elk
TA outbound:
Sir Percivale to Teal, Sir Geraint returns from Teal, both
escorted by Exeter
HMS Glamorgan set on fire by truck mounted Exocet,
fired from Port Stanley High Street.
12th
San Carlos
Sir Geraint backloads for Teal from Elk and AVCAT fuel
from Blue Rover.
Sir Percivale unloads at Teal.
TA outbound: RFAs Blue Rover and Sir Geraint.
TA inbound: RFA Olna.
14th
Port Stanley
Menendez asks for cease fire at 14:21 local time.
16th
RFA Sir Percivale first British ship to enter Port Stanley,
followed by RFA Sir Bedivere.
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REMEMBERING THE FALKLANDS………………………
Without the skill, bravery and tenacity of the RFA, there is no way that Operation Corporate would have been a success. This year marks the 25th anniversary of the
Falklands War; the many events and commemorations throughout the year, quite rightly, recognised and highlighted the sacrifice of the individuals, of their families and
the service as a whole. Here are some of the events that marked this very poignant and for many, emotional year.

Gold Rover Remembers

Port Stanley and the Liberation of the Falkland Islands

By Captain Tony McNally RFA

The Service of Thanksgiving in Christ Church Cathedral was followed by the
Liberation Day Parade and ceremony at the Liberation Monument. The ceremony,
which included an Act of Remembrance and the laying of wreaths, was attended by
His Royal Highness The Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, Commodore in Chief RFA,
the Right Honourable Adam Ingram MP, Minister for Armed Forces, His Excellency
The Governor of the Falkland Islands Alan Huckle and Air Chief Marshal Sir Clive
Loader, Commander in Chief Air Command (CINCAIR) along with many guests of
the Falkland Islands Government, representatives of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces,
veterans and local residents.
Watched by an audience of over 800, the parade under the command of Major
Peter Biggs, Commanding Officer of the Falkland Islands Defence Force (FIDF), and
led by the band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, Britannia Royal Naval College,
marched to the 1982 Liberation Monument. A number of veterans paraded their
standards on the arrival of the marching troops. During the ceremony official
wreaths were laid on behalf of:
Her Majesty The Queen, laid by The Earl of Wessex
Her Majesty’s Government, laid by Minister for Armed Forces
The People of the Falkland Islands, laid by HE The Governor
The Armed Services, laid by CINCAIR
Baroness Thatcher, laid by Lord Parkinson
The Royal Navy
The Royal Marines
The Army
The Royal Air Force
The Royal Fleet Auxiliary
The Merchant Navy
The Falkland Islands Defence Force
The Falkland Islands Government
The Royal British Legion
HRH The Earl of Wessex lays a wreath at
The Royal Naval Association
the Liberation Day parade
The Royal Marines Association and
The Falkland Islands Defence Force Association
Following the ceremony command of the parade was passed to Lieutenant Dave
Thompson Royal Navy who marched the parade, minus the FIDF to the 1914
monument where they reformed and marched back through Stanley to exercise their
Freedom of the Falkland Islands which was granted to the British Forces South
Atlantic Islands in 2002. Simultaneously the Royal Air Force provided a fly past of
the fixed wing and rotary air assets in stationed in the Falkland Islands.

King Edward Point and San Carlos
“As part of the Falklands 25th Anniversary Commemorations, RFA Gold Rover
visited South Georgia in April 2007. The Governor of the Falkland Islands (Mr Alan
Huckle) and wife embarked for the trip along with RM veterans.
On 13 April a memorial was unveiled at King Edward Point marking the
liberation of South Georgia. In typical South Georgia weather conditions, ice
covered the Bay, and the wind howled as a band of hardy travellers gathered at King
Edward Point. After the unveiling, we moved to the old whalers chapel in Gytrviken
where the MPA padre held a service. Although covered by BFBS TV, our valiant
efforts to keep in tune were edited out (luckily for those of us in the front row).
Travelling with us were Major Keith Mills RM Rtd (defending OIC in 82) and Col
Guy Sheridan RM Rtd (liberating OIC in 82) with their wives.
Our second event was on 21st May at San Carlos cemetery to commemorate the
landing day. We anchored within sight of Blue beach and a service and wreath laying
was conducted. I laid the wreath on behalf of the RFA and several veterans from Gold
Rover were also able to attend, with a dedicated position of honour provided for
them. About 200 people attended the service with Islanders driving and flying in from
all over the Falklands. One Islander seeing my South Atlantic Medal stopped me to
say how she never really had an
opportunity to say thank you, it then
transpired that Dougie Lewis (CEO
on my ship in 82 - Sir Bedivere) had
given her some oranges when we were
berthed in Port Stanley!!
We now move forward towards the
8th June at Fitzroy which of course is
a special day for the RFA. I had the
honour of taking part in the memorial
service 2 years ago and expect this
year’s event to be just as moving.”
(L to R) Lieutenant Colonel Sheridan (who regained South Georgia), Captain A E McNally RFA
(RFA Gold Rover CO), Cdr Paul Brown RN (HMS Edinburgh CO) and Captain Keith Mills,
unveiling a plaque in South Georgia commemorating the 25th anniversary of the conflict on the
island

Fitzroy Liberation Memorial Service
An overcast and rainy sky on a bleak windswept point was the setting for a large
group of Falkland Islanders and military personnel who gathered on 8th June to
remember the blackest day in Britain’s campaign to re-take the islands back in 1982.
This day in 1982 saw the worst casualties sustained by the British in one day. It
happened at Fitzroy on East Falkland when two Argentinean jets appeared and attacked
the anchored RFA’s Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram. Both ships were hit and fires spread
quickly.
Those on board quickly entered the life-rafts and made their way to the shore, where
a second beachhead was being established before the final push on Stanley. Forty eight
men were killed including five RFA crew on the Sir Galahad and two on the Sir Tristram.
The Liberation Memorial service was split into four parts. Each part briefly took in
the different cap-badges that had personnel who lost their lives in this incident. First the
Welsh Guards’, then Royal Fleet Auxiliary’s, the Royal Army Medical Corps’ memorials
all had wreaths laid and a brief section of the service was said. Finally the assembled
gathering moved to a generic 5 Brigade memorial in the settlement of Fitzroy itself.
In attendance was His Excellency, Governor Alan Huckle, and the Commander of
British Forces South Atlantic Islands, Brigadier Nick Davies MBE MC, along with a
large contingent of other military personnel and civilians who also came to pay their
respects.
Brigadier Davies, who laid three wreaths said of the proceedings, “This was the
biggest single loss in terms of men to the campaign effort; the fact that they were unable
to do anything about what was going as they were on a ship is heart-wrenching.
“The casualties sustained were horrific and it is through these memorials that our
recognition of the sacrifices and sympathy with the lives that were irrevocably changed
can be demonstrated. It is vitally important that we remember those that lost their lives
in a fitting and sombre fashion.
“Equally, it is testament to the resolve of the nation and the military at the time, as it
is now, to continue to fight those that oppose democracy. The determination gleaned
from the setback at Fitzroy stood the remainder of the Task Force in very good stead as
they resumed the push on Stanley.”
Lieutenant Colonel Guy Levene, currently serving in the Falklands, also laid a
wreath at the service today. “I’m privileged to be able to demonstrate my respect and
recognition for what these very brave men achieved in these islands. The incident at
Fitzroy was horrendous for those involved and we must remember also remember their
continued suffering even today.
The main commemorative period starts next week, and we have number of important

visitors coming to pay their respects. Indeed, on Horseguards in London a large parade
with the veterans of the conflict is taking place in synchronisation with a large event at
San Carlos next Sunday week.
“However, it is vitally important that all the various anniversaries are remembered
correctly on the day that they occurred. It is the least that we can do to remember those
that gave their lives.”
The 14th June was the 25th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Falkland Islands.
After an excellent remembrance service in Stanley Cathedral, which the majority of
1982 veterans on board were able to attend in reserved seats, we reconvened at the
Liberation memorial. For those that have not been to Port Stanley, the Liberation
Monument stands imposingly at the Western edge of the town not far from the
Governor’s House. On the memorial itself is inscribed the names of every unit involved
in Operation Corporate in 1982, and the memorial wall contains the names of the
British and Falkland Is fallen.
HRH in the uniform of the RFA Cdre-in-Chief, HE the Governor, Min(AF) RtHon A
Ingram, and CINC AIR AM Loader were the principal wreath layers, and as part of the
services representatives, I laid the wreath on behalf of the RFA.
On completion of the service I was able to show Lord Parkinson (a member of
Baroness Thatcher’s government in 1982 and who laid a wreath on her behalf) the
names of all the RFA ships on the memorial and then introduce him to some of the
veterans who are now serving on Gold Rover.
It seemed as if the entire population
of Port Stanley was in attendance at
the memorial, along with veterans from
all services who had traveled down for
the event.
The ever fickle Falklands weather
remained on our side. After a day of
calm seas and sunshine for HRH visit
to Gold Rover on 13th, followed by
heavy snow that same evening, the
anticipated gales for the 14th held off
to enable everyone to get to the end of
the memorial service still dry, and with
frostbite still a good ten minutes
Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram Memorial services
away.”

Gunline Autumn07.qxd

22/8/07

13:39

Page 11

Gunline - 11

Fitzroy and Stanley, HRH The Earl of
Wessex leads the commemorations
as the Commodore-in-Chief RFA
“HRH embarked Gold Rover at Port Stanley by
boat in the uniform of the RFA Cdre-in-Chief
accompanied by HE the Governor Mr Alan Huckle.
HRH watched our departure from the bridge and he
then toured the ship to meet the ships company at their
places of work.
After the tour we gathered on the bridge for a
replenishment with HMS Edinburgh, the first that HRH
had witnessed from onboard an RFA. Ch/Off John
Bafico and CPO(D) Williams along with the deck team
were able to demonstrate
the prime role of the RFA
with a probe rig dry hook
up RAS with HMS
Edinburgh. After the RAS
Edinburgh laid on a
gunnery
and
flying
display.
On completion HRH
disembarked by helicopter
to Fitzroy settlement
where wreaths were laid at
the RFA and Welsh Guards
memorials. 1/O(SE) Andy
Rennie, and SG1A Geoff HRH the Earl Of Wessex
Thompson assisted HRH and Captain Tony McNally
on Gold Rover
in the wreath laying”.

RFA Veterans joined thousands of
their Comrades in arms at the
National Falklands 25
Commemoration
On Sunday 17 June 2007, RFA Veterans joined ten
thousand other Falkland Veterans and their families
went to London to take part in the National
Commemoration to mark the 25th Anniversary of the
Liberation of the Falkland Islands.
The National event was also attended by HRH The
Prince of Wales, HRH The Duke of York, The Duke of
Kent, The Prime Minister, The Chancellor, Secretary of
State for Defence and the Veterans Minister.
They were joined by senior political and military
figures past and present including Baroness Thatcher,
Sir John Nott and Falklands military commanders.
The event told the story of the conflict through
music and film, and the recollections of individual
veterans and their families. There was a live link to
events in the Falkland Islands attended by HRH the
Earl of Wessex Commodore in Chief RFA and the
Minister for the Armed Forces.
Following the event the RFA Veterans marched
down the Mall to the Queen Victoria Memorial, where
HRH The Prince of Wales took the salute accompanied
by fellow VIP guests.
A tri-service flypast of 49 aircraft, representing the
squadrons that flew in 1982, paid their own tribute to
the veterans.
Secretary of State for Defence Des Browne said:
"The achievement of the Falklands Task Force
working against the odds, 8000 miles away from home,
remains an incredible feat. It is yet another example of
the determination and tenacity of our Armed Forces
throughout history, a tradition upheld by our forces on
operations around the world today.
"It is also an example of the crucial role played by
those who support the Armed Services; the dockyard
workers, medical staff, Royal Fleet Auxiliary and
Merchant Navy personnel, without whose Herculean
efforts the Task Force would not have sailed or been
able to work so far away. "Tragically, 255 lives were
lost on this operation; through this event we will honour
their memories, remember those they left behind as well
as those who carry injuries from the conflict."
Veterans' Minister Derek Twigg said:
"It is important we never forget the achievements
and actions of our Armed Forces' Veterans, who have
given so much in every conflict we have encountered.
They remind us of the value of service and sacrifice."

THE MARCHWOOD RFA FALKLANDS MEMORIAL SERVICE
On 8 June this year as on this date every year members of the RFA, RFA Association, SIR GALAHAD and SIR
TRISTRAM Association, representatives of the armed forces, as well as the families of RFA crew lost in the
Falklands Campaign; gather for a Service of Remembrance and a wreath laying ceremony at the RFA Falklands
Memorial. This memorial commemorates the tragic loss of life on the Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram. The
memorial is at St John The Apostle Church at Marchwood and the service takes place at the site of the Memorial.
Capt Walworth - on behalf of serving members of RFA
Capt Waters - on behalf of RFA Association
Cllr Keith Petty - Chairman of Marchwood Parish Council
Capt Roberts - Sir Galahad Association
Capt Green - Sir Tristram Association
Cdre Clapp (retd) - RN on day
Next of kin
The memorial at St John
The Falklands Memorial, Marchwood, Hampshire

The Apostle Church,
Marchwood.

Captain Roberts DSO (retd.)
CO of Sir Galahad during the
Falklands War lays a wreath.

From whatever direction you approach Marchwood, which lies between the western edge of the New Forest and
the eastern shore of Southampton Water, you will see the spire of St John’s church above the houses and in the
centre, the heart of the village.
A lengthy military history is attached to this area and a key role in the D Day landings is reflected in local
street names, such as Mulberry Road and Normandy Way. Signage towards the shore points out the homebase of
the Royal Fleet Auxilliary (RFA) and the 17 Port & Maritime Regiment.
The village junior school, at lesson change times, ring the ‘thunderbell’, previously operational at the Royal
Naval Armaments Depot, where it was used to warn of the arrival of explosives.
At around 4.30pm on 8th June this year, as in every year at this time, a silence comes softly come down, as each
thought of those present turns and remembers why there is an additional and different kind of memorial at St Johns.
As well as the traditional war memorial, another part of the church grounds accommodates a large piece of
rock, shipped from the Falkland Islands. A curved semi-circular wall behind this carries the names of all those of
the RFA who lost their lives in the Falklands 25 years ago, plus the crests of the ships on which they served and
which had sailed from Marchwood.
Two public seats provide a quiet resting place, with a well-maintained garden area at the front. Despite a
young population with its usual expectations and the proximity of the village centre shops and pubs, the memorial
attracts no damage or graffiti.
Falklands veterans will be amongst those present, plus serving officers and local dignitaries. In June of last year,
all of these people were together for a different and moving experience, as the Sir Galahad, which replaced the ship
lost in the Falklands conflict, sailed her last journey from Marchwood to Portsmouth, before being decommissioned.
On the way there, every ship that was passed had stopped to pay their respect, some with cheers, some with
silence and many with messages by flag. A visitor on the bridge asked the officer next to him to translate the flags
on one of the ships and he smiled with pride as he read out ‘FINEST KNIGHT’.
Margaret Bernard June 2007

Royal Fleet Auxiliary and Merchant Navy Contribution to the Falklands
Conflict Remembered At Trinity Square Wreath Laying
The vital contribution made by the Royal Fleet Auxiliary and Merchant Navy to the Falklands was marked by
a sunset wreath laying ceremony at the Merchant Navy Falklands War Memorial in Trinity Square on the evening
of Friday 15th June.
HRH Prince Michael of Kent and Commodore Thornton amongst other senior members of the Merchant Navy
and Royal Navy laid wreaths during the Service of Remembrance to commemorate the sacrifices made.
Under Secretary of State for Defence, Derek Twigg said:
"The vital part played by the Merchant Navy, Royal Fleet Auxiliary and wider civilian maritime community in
this conflict can not be underestimated. I am very pleased to have this opportunity to honour their professionalism,
sense of duty and self-less commitment in ensuring the troops were fully supported into battle."
The Remembrance Service ended with the lowering the Red Ensign to the musical accompaniment of the band
of the Royal Marines, a ceremony known as 'Sunset' to seafarers worldwide. The "Red Duster" is recognised the
world over as the emblem of British merchant shipping.
The event also marks the vital contribution of the many civilians who helped to put the Task Force together, for
example the dock yard workers who were refitting Canberra and QE2, even as they sailed south, and those civilian
crew members who volunteered to stay at their posts and traveled south with the Task Force.
The logistic support of the 52 Merchant ships requisitioned or 'taken up from trade' and the 22 ships of the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary was a crucial factor in success of the Task Force. Two civilian ships were lost during the conflict.
Atlantic Conveyor, Cunard's roll-on roll-off container ship was lost when she was hit by Exocet missiles with the
loss of 9 people including 1 RFA Officer as she supported the battle at San Carlos.
John Sail, President of the Merchant Navy Association said:
"The Sunset Wreath Laying
Ceremony recognises the critical
and strategic role of merchant
seafarers in both the Merchant Navy
and the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. All
the Merchant Navy ships were
refitted, modified and equipped
with quite remarkable speed and
efficiency for their role 8,000 miles
away in the South Atlantic. This
special service and re-union will be
a very poignant occasion for all PO(SA) Patrick Ward, CPO Ck Martin Eltwell, 1/O (X) Chris Jordan, Med Tech Don
those attending and in particular the Clarke, 1/O (SE) Bob Kemp, CPOSA Steve Gorgon, Chief Officer Chris Locke, PO(E)
relatives of those who made the Russel FARAM, LH(SA) Phil Hackett, CR1 Steve Gill, CR1 Roy McNeil, SG1A
Shane Egan, LH (C) Ian Pratt,
ultimate sacrifice"
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This autumn Gunline presents your
Lookout with something of a problem over
content- we have spent a lot of the summer
pulling together all the moving stories and
wonderful pictures and memories of this
very important F25 year. But much of the
material has been packaged for the new
look FORCE 4, which is on the stocks at
Birkenhead, and I hourly expect
confirmation that all is ready for proof
reading. I must hope that all will go to
plan, and that readers will be satisfied with
more general features about what we have
done, and hope to do, lightened with a
selection of wonderful pictures from
Members. I start with David Gerrard's
wonderful atmospheric picture of Smeaton
Tower, taken on the evening of the
Plymouth Branch F25 dinner. It so
reminded me of the lighthouse symbol we
originally used when this column (then
called LANDFALL) was launched eleven
years ago.
THE FUTURE.
As we reported in the May edition,
our number crunchers continue to work
through the costings and options in the relocation issue, now headed by Captain
John Hood. This is a highly complex
matter, and looks ever more so on closer
study. We have come thus far as an
association mainly by voluntary effort, and
with the support of the RFA Central
Benevolent Fund. Our main problem
remains that our income of around
£16,000 p.a. is not enough to pay for or do
all we would like to. We most certainly
need to look at various models of
outsourcing and sharing to survive and go
forward as a full independent charity.
The Association has a tremendous
job in the years to come helping to project
the RFA message and identity, and so play
our part is securing the future of the
Evolved RFA. Equally important, of
course, is our commitment to personnel
both serving and retired, and ensuring a
good level of services, and of benevolence.
Thus the choice we make must be
rooted firmly in realism, self-interest and
hard economics. We now expect the subcommittee to report in the early autumn,
enabling the trustees to consider and then
recommend options to the Membership.
The AGM therefore will be on
Wednesday 14th November and we are
most grateful to the Commodore and to
Captain Bill Tait for the offer to hold this
on board RFA FORT VICTORIA at
Portsmouth. Calling notices will of course
be sent, and in the meantime Members can
read the minutes of AGM 2006 on our web
site and view the Trustees Report and
Accounts 2006 by clicking the links. I
hope that these papers will also be
included in FORCE 4, but anyone who
needs paper copies should phone or mail to
RFAA HQ, and they will be sent.

HRH Prince Michael of Kent receives a copy of
“No Sea Too Rough” from Commodore Thornton
15th June HMS President
(David Bolton)

Smeaton Tower by David Gerrard

MEMBERSHIP.
Charities in the Armed Forces
sector need to regularly review and update
their service and relevance for the serving
man and woman in the corps or unit.
With that in mind the trustees
recently decided to demonstrate their
commitment to the seagoing population by
creating STAKEHOLDER Membership,
and offering this to all serving in the RFA.
Stakeholders are defined as those
who work for the charity, or have made a
major personal commitment to it, or have a
strong interest by way of being or
becoming a beneficiary of the charity.
Stakeholder Members do not pay
subscriptions, or have a vote, nor can they
stand for office locally or nationally, but
may enjoy the benefits of membership.
If you are serving in the RFA and
would like to register as a Stakeholder and
receive a membership card, please
complete the joining form as far as
possible and send in to the address shown.

Chris Locke with Falklands Commanders
Whitehall 17th June
(David Gerard)

RFA Veterans in the Mall
Sunday 17th June
(Mike Day)

I wish to join the RFA Association as a Serving Stakeholder Member and I confirm
the information I have given below is correct. I agree to abide by the rules of the
Association and I give permission as required under the Data Protection Act for the
RFA Association to process my personal data for RFA Association business.
SIGNED
SURNAME
DATE OF BIRTH
PRESENT SHIP
HOME ADDRESS

DATE
FORENAMES
RANK/RATING

HOME TELEPHONE
Please send this form to
RFA Association PO Box 120, Hexham, NE48 1XA

FOR

SERVICE,

REG CHARITY NO. 1093950.

SEAFARERS AND

PATRON: HRH THE EARL OF WESSEX, KG KCVO ADC

FAMILIES
FULL RECOGNITION BY THE RFA

CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS

This year we are again producing our own Christmas card, which will be sold in aid of the
RFA Association. We ran a photo competition to find the best picture by our Members, and the
winner was Chris Locke with his seasonal picture of RFA GREY ROVER amongst the ice and
glaciers of South Georgia. The runner up came from David Gerrard, and his picture of standards
in Trinity Gardens will feature on the back page of the card. Our sincere thanks to all our
snappers who submitted their work, which as always was of a very high standard. The card is
available now, and an order form is attached on this page. Also available are earlier cards,
obviously at a much reduced price - details on the order form.

Above: 2003 - RFA Baccus

(Ossie Jones & Chris White)

Left:

2007 - Grey Rover

Below:

2006 - RFA Fort George

(Chris Locke)
(George Mortimore)

AND BOOKS…
We still have plenty of copies of NO SEA TOO ROUGH - the
RFA Falklands story by Geoff Puddefoot. This is a must for anyone
who served 25 years ago - a fine record with numerous personal
reminiscences.
We also still have limited number of A CENTURY OF SERVICE
- essential reading for all who have an interest in the RFA, and surely
the definitive history of the Service. This is a beautifully produced and
illustrated book, and these first editions are bound to be of enduring
value. Both books are available from RFAA HQ - order form attached.

Sea Sunday Service at Plymouth. 8 July 2007.
Unusually for this summer, the sun was shining for this year's service. Organised jointly by
the Plymouth Branch RFAA and the Plymouth & South West Seafarers Association, it was
held at St. Andrew's and conducted by the Rector, Prebendary Nick McKinnel in his usual
enthusiastic style.
A congregation of some 400 filled the church which was decorated for the Flower Festival.
Lessons were read by the Lord Mayor and Richard Walker.
Hymns included the usual seafarers
favourites and a new Falklands
Hymn, this being F25 year.
Afterwards the Standards and
veterans of local Associations
followed a lone piper down Royal
Parade closely followed by the
impatient traffic. The Lord Mayor
and Cdre Simon Lister (Commander
Naval Base) took the salute, before
the marchers repaired to the Barbican
for suitable refreshment.
DM Gerrard
David Elliot, Colin Bevan &
Frenchie Vidler (David Gerrard)

ALSO RECEIVED - with thanks to NICK ARDLEY, formerly
Chief Officer (E) RFA - THE MAY FLOWER. This is a charming and
often moving account of Nick's upbringing in a Thames sailing barge
from the late 40's until he went to sea in the RFA. This is a wellillustrated and produced book, and it is available from TEMPUS books
and all good bookshops at £16.99.
ORDER FORM
Please complete and send to RFA Association
PO Box 120 Hexham NE48 1XA. Cheques payable to RFA
Association (all prices include UK P&P)
NAME
ADDRESS

Tel or e-mail
DESCRIPTION

No.

NO SEA TOO ROUGH

£16.00

2007 CHRISTMAS CARDS

£5.00 per 10

2006 CHRISTMAS CARDS

£3.00 per 10

RFA BACCHUS CARDS

£2.50 per 10

CENTURY OF SERVICE

£15.00
GRAND TOTAL

£

TOTAL
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LIFE ON THE MOUNTS BAY
Exercise Noble Mariner

troops. 40 Cdo are flying home, because very soon they set out for
Afghanistan and we turn around very quickly to head down to France for a
short exercise with the Royal Logistics Corps and their counterparts in the
ounts Bay left Marchwood, Southampton on Saturday 5th May to
French army.
proceed to the Baltic to commence Exercise Noble Mariner. The
ship was fully loaded with Royal Marines and the vehicle deck was
After Noble Mariner, we were involved in Ex., French Connection, a joint
stocked full of Land Rovers, tracked vehicles and trucks. Whilst the exercise
British and French amphibious training exercise for which we were the sole
scenario was simple: we were a part of a NATO reaction force headed into a
training platform involved. A short cross-channel trip to pick up some military
politically troubled area to bring peace and stability to the region, ours was one of
personnel and landing craft from the Army of our European cousins, before
three exercises, the other two called, Noble Award and Kindred Sword each playing
returning to UK waters to conduct a short amphibious exercise. For the majority
to similar but slightly different objectives. Coordinating all of this were Command
of this exercise, we remained at anchor in the waters of the Solent, between
centres in Naples, Izmir and Northwood, with our Task Groups line authority
Southampton and Portsmouth, where we were utilised as the launching platform
for amphibious manoeuvres to the nearby Browndown Beach by the French 519
leading to Commander UK Maritime Force in Ark Royal. Our role was to carry 40
A mine explodes ahead of the Task
Regiment du Train and the British 17 Port and Maritime Regiment. The
Commando Main HQ and all of their equipment, in to theatre whilst we, within the
Force
exercise provided the French troops with some valuable amphibious assault
Amphibious Task Group, trained and prepared for whatever lay ahead. If it became
training, and provided a chance to develop procedures between the two
necessary, we would get close to land, with the rest of the group, to launch an assault
countries. The French, wheeled landing craft, (DUKW) capable of operating on
with Royal Marines and all of their equipment and vehicles.
both land and sea were most impressive.
To add poignancy, a short remembrance ceremony was held on the Bridge on
Upon completion of the exercise the ship returned the French forces home
Sunday 6th May to pay tribute to the five service personnel who lost their lives,
of La Pallice where we were fortunate enough to enjoy the weekend alongside.
twelve months before to the day, when an 847 Squadron Lynx was shot down in Iraq.
From an entertainment point of view, the nearby historical town of La
We arrived in Esbjerg, Denmark on Monday 7th May to unload our troops and
Rochelle, with it’s impressive buildings, colourful food markets and arched
vehicles in order for them to undertake live training nearby in Oksbol. It was a
streets proved very popular with the ship’s company. La Pallice itself is not
quick turnaround and we sailed the next day to take up our position at sea with
without its noteworthy features, however, as a short distance from the jetty at
the rest of the task force. The group we were with was varied and included a
which we were berthed were the U-Boat pens of WWII. These impressive
number of different nations; USA, Spain, Turkey, UK and Germany amongst
structures are a bold and stark reminder of the German occupation of France
others, so it truly was an international exercise.
during the Second World War. The walls, brick and concrete several metres
On Wednesday 9th May, the Officers of the Watch on Mounts Bay were
The Task Force in a convoy underneath
thick,
clearly designed to shelter and protect, are clear evidence of the import
involved in station-keeping and manoeuvring drills which are exciting to see as a
the Great Belt Bridge RFA Largs Bay,
the Germans placed on their U-Boat fleet. Despite it being over 50 years since
number of ships are steaming in close proximity and the manoeuvrability of
RFA Mounts Bay, HMS Manchester
they were last used in anger, it’s impossible not to notice the an eerie
Mounts Bay was certainly impressive!
atmosphere and stillness which surrounds them.
The next day saw us arrive in Gothenburg, Sweden. We were berthed next
On our return journey from France, we encountered dense fog (or ultrato a whole host of other warships and auxiliaries from around the world who were
low-level-cloud if you happen to be a superstitious sailor!). Although it lasted
also participating in the exercise, and had the honour of being invited to a Belgian
for the majority of our return passage, it proved more of an inconvenience
and a Swedish ship for official receptions. The primary purpose of the visit was
than a hindrance, particularly for those whose cabins happened to be in the
to allow all the ships to attend the pre-exercise conferences, but it was also an
general vicinity of our fog signal! Our return to the UK saw us heading back
opportunity for the ship’s company to take a well earned break from their hectic
to Marchwood, fortunately as we neared the entrance to the Solent the
routines to enjoy a look around the city.
visibility improved considerably and we had no problems navigating our way
We sailed on Sunday 13th May with our task group ready for the next part of
in. It was here we said goodbye to the lads of the Royal Logistical Corps
the exercise. This was to be the start of the excitement as we participated in a
CTM entering the ships dock
(RLC) who, for the previous three exercises, did a sterling job of stowing and
scheduled air attack. This meant defensive manoeuvres from the Officer of the
securing the many hundreds of vehicles we had carried. After several days in
Watch and a good look out for “enemy” aircraft from all on the Bridge.
Marchwood, we sailed onto Falmouth where the Mounts Bay is receiving some much deserved rest,
Mounts Bay returned to Esbjerg, Denmark the next day to re-embark our troops and load some
recuperation and repair.
essential stores and fuel for the next stage of the programme. We sailed and on Friday 18th May our
It is impossible to build and launch the ‘perfect ship’, it is only through observation and use that
training serials started in earnest. Boat transfers, media tuition and assault route drills all took place.
areas of improvement can be recognised and suggested, particularly if a ship is the first of her class as
The following day saw the ship’s company engaged in a number of different routines. We docked down
is the case with Mounts Bay. With this in mind, the vessel is undergoing several modifications whilst
to the action state in the morning so we were ready to receive boats, rigid inflatable craft and LCVPs
alongside in Falmouth, these are primarily revolving around the galley area where the design of the
and conduct transfers of equipment and personnel. We also conducted day and night time flying serials
space and equipment available to the catering staff is being improved and upgraded. Similar minor
with Lynx, Merlin and Sea King helicopters. While all of this activity was taking place, we were
adjustments and improvements are being made throughout the vessel and, now they have been
simultaneously being attacked by small, fast moving craft with armed men inside and also transiting a
identified, these changes can be adopted across the rest of the class.
mine danger area – taking multi-tasking to a new level!
Although the majority of the maintenance work is being carried out by A&P Falmouth contractors,
Sunday 20th May saw 40 Commando leave Mounts Bay and launch their assault on the beaches.
the ship’s company is still being kept very busy with supervision of the work, various training exercises
This was a great opportunity for the ship as it was the first time a campaign has been run from an
and courses, and general maintenance and upkeep of the ship.
LSD(A), with 40 Commando HQ being set up in our Amphibious Operations Room. It was a huge
Since our arrival here, another first has been achieved among the Bay Class vessels – the first
success as the troops left on LCVPs to be quickly followed by their vehicles on the larger LCUs.
onboard christening! On the afternoon of Saturday 23rd June Chief Officer Miles Lewis and his wife
The Royal Marines of 40 Commando were away in the field for a couple of days, their task to secure
Susan, along with family, friends and several members of the ship’s company, witnessed the christening
and stabilise the area and to prepare centres to enable the extraction of entitled persons from the conflict
of their daughter, Abigail Jane Lewis, by the RFA Padre, Mark Jackson on the ship’s bridge. As
strewn country. Having enjoyed training in a very realistic environment, all personnel and vehicles were
tradition dictates, the ship’s bell was used as a font. Upon completion of the solemn ceremony, the water
returned to us on Thursday 24th May, signalling the end of the exercise. Reports from 40 Commando
was poured onto the ship’s deck - a gesture meant to bring good luck to the ship and those who sail on
Squadron were that they were successful in bringing back harmony to the area and so fulfilled the
her. It is also tradition that the child’s name is engraved into the underside of the bell which gives her
criteria of the exercise.
the rights to it in the event of the ship being sold or scrapped. Hopefully Abigail won’t be getting her
Vela, last autumn, having been our first, this second major deployment, with 40 Commando, is
hands on it for some years to come!
now over and we are making our way back to the UK to unload the equipment and around 150
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Sir Jim Joins Mounts Bay

H

aving arrived safely in Leith on the first day of August, the
Mounts Bay took up her role as Edinburgh Festival Support
Vessel. The first few days alongside where spent getting
the ship spick and span for the events that where centred around the
ship our first weekend in.
The first of these was the Royal Marine Association (RMA) dinner
which was to be held on our vehicle deck. After a week of preparation
by the ship’s company, come the evening of the event, the vehicle deck
was looking in pristine condition. Some army vehicles and both Royal Sir Jimmy Saville meets
Marine and RFA displays provided an impressive backdrop to the rows Mounts Bay crew
of tables and chairs that where to house the one hundred and seventy
guests. Guest speaker at the event was Sir Jimmy Saville OBE, ex-radio and television personality and
honorary green beret. Sir Jimmy arrived onboard the night before the dinner and, sporting a trademark
red tracksuit, proceeded to meet and greet the ship’s company. He proved to be a friendly, likable and
down to earth individual and his company was very much enjoyed by the entire ship’s crew.
As the guests began to arrive on the evening of the dinner, they were greeted at the gangway and
shown down to the vehicle deck from whence they proceeded on a short tour of the ship with several
members of the ship’s company acting as tour guides. Once everyone was onboard and the tours had
been conducted, the evening kicked off with a rather painful looking unarmed combat display by the
RMR. This was then followed by HM Royal Marine Band, whose impressive repertoire was greatly
enjoyed by all in attendance (their world-class reputation is certainly well deserved). Following the
presentation of medals to nine RMR troops who had served in Afghanistan and Iraq, the guests were
seated and served a sumptuous meal with speeches and an auction following. The auction lots included:
a football signed by the Manchester Untied football team; a tour of a Nuclear Submarine Base; a
selection of whiskies; tickets to the Edinburgh Tattoo and, obviously the cream of the crop, a selection
of Mounts Bay memorabilia! With seventeen hundred pounds being raised for the RMA and a general
consensus by those involved that they had enjoyed a wonderful evening in a grand and unique setting,
the evening was a resounding success.

Too Many Cooks...........

E

ver wondered where all the LSOs have been
appointed? Look no further. I had just taken
over from Chief Officer (LS) Dave Gatenby in
a Temporary Acting position, I knew I needed some
help but this was ridiculous! Nine Logistics Supply
Officers all crammed into the office. Lots of advice
from the big man himself! I would probably need it
though.
Hotel Argus has been busy as an accommodation
ship for HMS Echo in dry dock in Falmouth, at the same
time the ship has been undergoing an AMP in
preparation for her deployment.
It has been a good chance for families to come down to the ship and take a few days holiday in
beautiful Cornwall. The gardens and wildlife in this part of the world are truly stunning and the weekend
afternoons spent walking have been invigorating. You have to try to make the effort after eating the
excellent food produced by the Galley team. (It was always strange how the pilots on our last Exercise
managed to get back in time for their meals!)

RFA CALENDARS
Calendars will be available from mid
September at a cost of £5 each. Cheques to
RFA Central Benevolent fund. Send to Fleet
Media, MP 1-4 Henry Leach Building Whale
Island Portsmouth Hants PO2 8BY. Please
write RFA Calendars on the envelope.
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ACROSS 6) HERMES 8) ARGUS
9) UNICORN 11) AMEER 12) MARS
15) NABOB 17) RANEE 18) ARK ROYAL
20) ENGADINE 22) RAJAH 25) VENGANCE
26) EAGLE 27) ALBION 28) TRACKER
DOWN 1) BEGUM 2) DASHER 3) SHAH
4) PATROLLER 5) RULER 7) MANXMAN
10) CHASER 11) AVENGER
12) MAGNIFICENT 13) REAPER 14) THANE
16) BITER 19) CAMPANIA 21) RAVEN
23) ANNE 24) OCEAN

